Individual Project

· 3-5 single spaced typed pages.  Determination of length of paper does not include cover page, or large separation between body of paper and reference/bibliography.

· Topic must meet with approval of instructor, and should incorporate recent research.  (To help find a topic and be looking at the most current research on that topic, it is recommended one consult the Current Periodicals in the Library.  You can see articles on the front cover, and then review the article abstract to determine if it is of interest to you.  That research is then usually the most current research available in that specific area.)

· Citations in paper and reference list/bibliography should adhere to APA (American Psychological Association) publication style. 

· Citations should be used anytime a factual statement is made that is not commonly known to the general population.    The authors’ last name(s), and year of publication are cited in the body of the paper, followed by the listing of the reference source at the end of the paper (reference list or bibliography).

· Avoid having too many direct quotations in the paper (which also requires citing the page(s) where the quotation appears in the reference source.  The paper should be your paper, and not a culmination of quotes from other people.
· Font size should be 10 to 12

· Margins should be 1 inch, top, bottom, right, left

· Page numbering is recommended

· No need for running header with lengthy title.

· Deductions will be made for paper that falls short of the required length (i.e., 3 pages submitted in double spaced format will equal 1.5 pages in length, only 50% of maximum grade of 100 for paper).

· Extra credit for the individual project can be earned by making a presentation before the class.  Time will be allocated for these presentations following the due date of the project.  As many as 15 points can be added to the project grade.
· Name your project paper following the following rule:  Last name First name.  For example:  StainbackGary
· Submit the paper electronically as an attachment (Microsoft Word) in an email no later than the due date (midnight of that evening).  I will read the paper, make comments and return the paper to you.  You’ll see your grade and comments on the paper.

· IMPORTANT:  Maintain a copy of your paper in your student piratedrive or on a thumb drive.  There’s always at least one student per semester who’s computer will crash with their paper unrecoverable.  Don’t be that student.  Update the copy each time you’re finished making any changes to the paper.
